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19th November 2021 

 
Re: Kingsdale Covid-19 Protocols Update 
 
Dear Parent(s), Guardian(s), Carer(s), 

I hope this letter finds all families well at this time. 

I am writing to provide further details with regards to how Kingsdale is endeavouring to keep the whole 
school community safe and the measures that we are taking to reduce the ongoing risk of transmission of 
COVID-19 facing all schools at this time.  
 
Please remember that we have created a dedicated email contact address 
covidnotification@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk which can be used for any COVID-19 related queries.  
As outlined below, this is also the address to report any suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19 
affecting your child. 
 
COVID-19 Protocols 2021-22 
 
Students who are unwell, display symptoms of and/or test positive for COVID-19, even if they do not 
demonstrate symptoms, must not attend school. Symptoms include, but are not limited to a high 
temperature, a recent loss of smell (anosmia) or a new continuous cough. Further information regarding 
COVID-19 symptoms can be accessed here. Students who display symptoms must isolate at home and 
arrange to take a PCR (laboratory) test as soon as possible. Should this test result be confirmed as 
negative, the student may return to school once they no longer have symptoms. Should this test result be 
confirmed as positive, the student must isolate for a 10-day period from when their symptoms first 
appeared. Further details on when and how to isolate, can be accessed here. Information on how to book 
a PCR test can be found here.  
 
Where students are required to isolate at home, they will still be able to access online blended learning 
provision via our MS Teams platform. Please direct any queries regarding these arrangements to  
remotelearning@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk 
 
Where a student develops symptoms at school, they will be isolated and their parents contacted for them 
to be collected. Parents of such students will be required to arrange for their child to have a COVID-19 
PCR test as soon as possible, ideally on the same day. 
 
Please ensure that the school is made aware, as soon as possible, of the outcome of all PCR tests 
taken by our students by contacting Mr Samuel, Lead Health and Safety Officer via 
covidnotifiation@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk  
 
Parents are reminded that the regulations regarding the required self-isolation for individuals identified as 
close contacts of confirmed COVID-19 cases has now changed and it is no longer necessary for students 
under the age of 18½ years to isolate if identified as a close contact of a case, unless directed to do so by 
NHS Track and Trace.  
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
mailto:remotelearning@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk
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What is meant by a Close Contact? 
A close contact is a person who has been close to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. A 
person can be designated as a close contact any time from two days before the person who tested positive 
developed their symptoms (or, if they did not have any symptoms, from 2 days before the date their 
positive test was taken) and up to 10 days after, as this is when they can pass the infection on to others. A 
risk assessment would normally be undertaken by the school to determine this, but a contact can be: 

• Anyone who lives in the same household as another person who has COVID-19 symptoms or has 
tested positive for COVID-19 

• Anyone who has had any of the following types of contact with someone who has tested positive 
for COVID-19: 

Face-to-face contact including being coughed on or having a face-to-face conversation 
within one metre 
Been within one metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact 
Been within 2 metres of someone for more than 15 minutes (either as a one-off contact, or 
added up together over one day) 

• Depending on the level of ventilation in a given classroom (levels are regularly monitored using 
CO2 meters), the school may determine that all students in a class are considered to be close 
contacts. In such circumstances, the school will arrange for all students and their parents in a 
class to be contacted to arrange for the appropriate COVID-19 tests to be taken 

• A person may also be a close contact if they have travelled in the same means of transport as a 
person who has tested positive for COVID-19 

 
School Protocols for Close Contacts: 
We ask that all staff and pupils who have been identified as close contacts take daily LFD (Lateral Flow 
Device) tests for a period of 5 days. We track all cases carefully and monitor the situation on an hourly 
basis. If a test comes back positive using an LFD test, we require that this is confirmed with a PCR test. 
Once confirmed we then will identify anyone in school who could be deemed a close contact (see notes 
above) and ask them to test for a period of 5 days as well. If a positive LFD test comes back negative with 
a PCR test, we assume that the LFD was a false positive (this can occasionally happen) and the student or 
member of staff can return to school. 
 
It remains a school policy for students to continue to test themselves at home using the Lateral Flow Device 
(LFD) tests twice a week and to report the outcome of these tests to the school using the link provided. 
Please refer to the letter issued separately for further details or contact a member of the team via 
covidnotification@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk. Please be reminded that students should report test 
results themselves using the links emailed to them and available on MS Teams.  
 
In the event of students or staff at the school testing positive for COVID-19, the school will take direction 
from the appropriate authorities with regards the next steps required. 
 
During movement times around the school and lessons, students and staff continue to be strongly 
encouraged to wear a face covering should they wish to do so. Our widely publicised procedures for 
hygiene, including active promotion of the ‘Catch-It, Kill-It, Bin-It’ approach remain in place. We 
continue to receive excellent feedback from the relevant Public Health authorities regarding our systems 
and approaches. 
 
Ensuring good ventilation in classrooms and school areas also remains a key focus and is reflected as a 
priority in our risk assessment processes. As well as keeping windows and doors open to allow air flow, 
the school is currently working with a specialist team of ventilation engineers with a view to identifying 
how we can further improve air flow in all classrooms and enclosed spaces. 
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To further minimise close contact situations in changing rooms, students continue to be permitted to wear 
their official PE kit on the day they have a PE lesson, and we would ask parents to be especially vigilant 
in ensuring that only authorised school items are worn by their children. We also continue to operate 
staggered start and finish times of the school day and lunches. 
 
All areas of the school continue to receive more frequent, enhanced and specialist cleaning in line with 
our COVID Reduction Risk Assessments. This includes regular deep cleaning of the site in addition to 
wiping down teaching areas and any specialist equipment at the end of sessions.  
 
Parents will be reassured to know that in line with our previous practice, we maintain robust contingency 
plans to enable us to respond quickly and effectively to any changes to the COVID-19 situation that may 
occur locally or nationally over the coming months.  
 
Please be reassured that the school continues to strive to keep the whole school community safe and to 
follow the latest Covid-19 guidance from the NHS and Public Health England.   We would like to thank 
you for your ongoing support at what continues to be a challenging time for us all. 
 
Should you have any queries arising from this communication or wish to discuss any aspect further, 
please contact us via covidnotification@kingsdale.southwark.sh.uk  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Daniel Harding 
 
Acting Deputy Headteacher 
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